							Name: ___________________
Major Themes in Oedipus the King
Group 1: Oedipus’s obliviousness of his own actions.
What are two examples of how Oedipus does not take responsibility for the things that he does?



How does this have an effect on his search for the truth in the play?



Group 2: The pursuit of man vs. his fate.
What are two examples of how the belief that fate is one’s true destiny in the play?



How does Oedipus or other characters deny this fate?



What may be the consequence of this?



Group 3: The idea of “sight.”
What does the idea of “seeing” really mean? Include 2 examples from the text.



Who can “see” in the play? How do you know this?



Group 4: Knowledge vs. ignorance.
Oedipus is in search of truth throughout the whole play, but his ignorance gets in the way of this at times. What are two examples of this?



How may this effect the outcome of the play?



Group 5: POWER
What are two examples of how Oedipus lets his power get in the way of the truth? 



How may this have an impact on the “tragedy?”

